Patient care before and after percutaneous coronary artery interventions.
Care of the patient before and after percutaneous coronary interventions has changed largely because of the increased use of stents. Important patient management issues include the evaluation of chest pain after the procedure, recognition of acute vessel closure during the periprocedural period, management of the vascular access site, and prevention of contrast-induced renal dysfunction. Risk factor modification and drug therapies are important interventions for the secondary prevention of coronary events. Functional testing has a meaningful role in the evaluation of some patients after coronary intervention. It is important for the specialist in internal medicine to have a firm working knowledge of the various aspects of patient care before and after these procedures because their role in the management of these patients is increasing.